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VISIT TO MOSCOW 


‘ic iat expected Mrs Gandhi to achieve anything during her visif 
toa Moscow, but few. thought that her performance would be so 
dismal. The Russians were plainly unconvinced by the Indian case 
relating to Pakistan. Even diplomatic politeness did not prompt them 
lo say anything more than that they “‘asseised positively” the Indian 
account of steps in pursuance of the Tashkent Declaration, But we haye 
an infinite capacity for deluding ourselves, How else can one explain 
the Indian delevation’s reported conclusion that the Russian plea fo 
normalization of Indo-Pakistani relations, solution of outstanding prob- 
lems by negotiation and without the use of force was an indication ol 
Soviet support for the Indian position? Did the delegation expect that 
Moscow would suggest the use of force to indicate a shift from its past 
policy of unqualified support to the Indian stand on Kashmir? Surpris- 
ingly, such selEdelusion afflicts not only Ministers and ofhcials but also 
some correspondents who seem to have taken on the task of keeping up 
New Delhi's triumphant image at home and abroad. According to an 
Indian news agency report from Moscow, the Soviet Union is “understood 
to have given a categorical assurance to India that it did. not have any 
plan to give arms aid to Pakistan.” It is remarkable that the report could 
haye been put oul on the very day on which both Mr Kosygin and 
Mrs Gandhi specifically declined to confirm such a notion, In fact, what 
they said made it\appear that the opposite might be the case. Mr Kosygin 
said that he would not lke to “dwell on this at. this moment” as he had 
already “discussed thé matter fully" with Mrs Gandhi; the latter was 
hoth pathetic and revealing in her comment: “I think it Is much better 
tO ask the Soviet Gavernment.”’ 

Then there way the questron of Vietnam, on which India was said 

have submitted a nine-page document, Such was its eflect that the 
joint communique did not even mention the Indian proposals. 
Mrs Gandhi thought it appropriate to express concérn over the escalating 
war and sympathy for “the courageous people of Vietnam”, but when a 
Russian correspondent asked whether India would do anything against 
ihe Aunerican attack on these people, all she had to say was: “How can 
we take steps? We can only appeal and we have done so.” The corres. 
pondent evidently did not want to embarrass a charmingly confused lady 
by asking why India, if at all sincere in her sympathy for the people of 
Vietnam, did not even send a medical unit or some other symbolic aid 
lor these people. But the Prime Minister herself had provided the answer 
m her banquet speech, India, she said, might have to make “tactical 
adjustments” im her policy and did not wish to become a prisoner of 
dogma: Support for the Vietnamese people or any other action that 
might displease the Americans, as we all know, 1s bound to smack 
dogmatism. “We repudiate the dogmatists abroad and within our own 
country, satd the pragmatic socialist from India. She did not stop there, 
but went on to refer lo a major Asian Power whose dogmatism had led it 
to promote tension. Still more shocking was the Prime Minister's attack, 
while on foreign soil, on the dogmatists within India. The “so-called pro- 
gressive parties’, she informed her hosts, had abused the country's political 













freedom. “That the Soviet Press de: 
leted all these references from the 
customarily elaborate reports of hei 
speech is a clear enough indication 
of what i¢ thought of this perform- 
ance. But New Delhi has. become 
so used to humiliation abroad rhat 
the lesson will probably be totally 
lost on it, In any event, Mrs Gandhi 
may be now more busy explaining 
to other quarters why she said even 
what she said in support of some 
vague and harmlessly diluted dogma. 
So there ends the show of even pir 
tial independence, at least until the 
time comes for another visit. to dog: 
matic or semi-logmatic countries. 
Cynics say that Eve has a new face 
for every situation, hut two are. cer- 
tainly essential. 


Further Escalation ? 


Mr Dean Rusk has admitted that 
the raids on Hanoi and Haiphong 
have not weakened the North Viet- 
namese resolve, If anything, thes 
have strengthened ‘their determina- 
tion to resist American aggression to 
the last. President Ho Ghi Minh 
gave a measure of this determination 
in his speech last Sunday, What will 
the Americans do now? In spite of 
periodic declarations Uthat they, too, 
will po on fighting until they can 
bully Hanoi tnta the so-called peace 
talks, they would obviously like to 
force il decision HS SOOT) 2s possible. 
Further escalation is the only course 
dictated by the policy Washington 
has chosen. Hence perhaps the warn- 
ing against the proposed trial of the 
imprisoned American airmen as wat 
criminals. ‘Treatment of the prison. 
ers may well be an pmmetiate excuse 
for slep ping up the attacks, perhaps 
starting with raids on the main cities 
themselves. The Americans -liave told 
Russia and her allies not to “get in- 
valved” by sending volunteers; nor 
do they expect Chinese intervention, 
How long Moscow and Peking will 
remain inactive in the face of further 
escalation is the most important ques. 
tion now. What has already happen- 


ed in and over Vietnam has not made 


it easy to unswer it with confidence, 
The Hot Seat 


[f in 1945, when the United Na- 
tions was. born, India were an inde- 
pendent country, her size and popula- 
lion together with her geographical 
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location would perhaps have got her 
a permanent seat on the Security 
Council, which then had only 11 
members. The membership has since 
been increased to 13, which appears 
to have made New Delhi, though not 
New Delhi alone, somewhat ambi- 
tious. India let it be known some 
time ago that she would be putting 
herself up as a candidate for one of 
the non-permanent seats in the com 
ing election when the General As 
sembly meets. The Arab League, it 
appears, has already nominated Syria 
to replace jordan on the Council, 
which woukl mean continuous repre 
sentation for the Arab States lor fou 
years to the deprivation of its Afro 
Asian [mends. The recent Israeli out 
rage on Syria may strengthen the 
Arab will to remain on the Security 
Council, even as the rising tension 
between India and Pakistan may, 
make both countries feel that thes 
must have a place on the Council. I 
better sense does not prevail between 
now and election day, Afro-Asia will! 
present before the world body a sad- 
ly divided image, which will assured- 
ly do considerable damage to the 
“Image” in its totality, 

Who, then, is to withdraw grace 
fully? Not Arabia, it seems: For 
some lime after the passing away ol 

Nehru India seemed to be adopting 
4 contracted posture in international 
affairs, which meant a less expensive 
foreign policy. ‘The time may have 
come to ask whethér “the return of 
the rose” is not beginning to mean 
a reversion. to a rdle out of all pro- 
portion to this country’s intrinsic 
umportance in the world today. What 
else can explain India’s sudden aspi- 
ration to be a member of the Secu- 
rity Council where, as everyone 
knows, the Powers with votes lav 
down the law and the non-perma- 
nent. members can only contribute 
noie 2? The contest, if insisted tp 
on, will meanwhile have caused not 
a little bitterness -among countries 
which affect, and need, to be. friend 
ly. New Delhi deceives itself, and 
nobody else, when it imagines that 
2 seat on the Security Council may 
give it an edge over Pakistan when 
the vexed Kashmir issue comes up 
again. By withdrawing from the race 
at a suitable moment Pakistan may 
win more friends in the Arah world 
than India is likely to gain else- 
where. And, apart from Mr Raj 
Bahadur's very dubious assessment ot 
Fast African intentions, there has 






























































been litthe evidence yet that ten po 
general support lor the Indian LM 
didature, pwit 

Once again we find the nati pairs 
interest subordinated to the wand PEC 
lust of a handlul of Munisters cl 
oficials. Tt India's candicdanite wT 
versisted with, several delerationsy Hye 
ce sent out to canvass stp porte Whe 
past form is any guide. Should! fad 
(lia be elected, which {5 far Tm me 
certain, there will be a monstera ayu 
delegation in New York. hole ato! 
need foreign exchange, the [an shix 
exchange thie country has not § Nini 
When at the time ol the Bundled Dts 


Government issued enormous alll on 
tisements to ask “Who Pays7 Ao) 
were obliged to return the an eee) 
The taxpayer, We-regvel we ar Paid: 
able to produce a different amt 


on this occasion, India cannot ail I 
and does not peed «a seat on ii th 
curity Council, which China mim eri 
does without; the expensive til aT 


vours tO secure one, perhaps 
cessfully, must cease before the 
becomes scandalous. 


The Bakshi Again 


Undaunted by the oneal 
quiry commission, Buaksh| Ch 
Mohammed has decided to revit 
Kashmir National Conferences 
sort of courage Is nol an ali 
the Bakshi alone. Congress 7 
clans in other States preceded y 





in buffeting CBI investieationg® es! 
why not ? Corruption of thie ii y Iya 
not considered a crime ii aa 
try where the head of the tani Das, 


the ones nearest to hin alam 
the biveest, bow! of rice and if 
est cut of fish. Ane is uot Ti 
huge joint family of the Cong 

So the Kashmiris will nary . 
shocked by the behaviour of qT) 
Bakshi as to boycott him. fn i 
real Was the res Ose ty Tits mt 
tion that 3,000 delegates had i 
vited instead of the planneday 
and at the end 4.000 attendeds 
National Conference still rie 
in Kashmir, which the Congres 
not The Bakshi knows ie 
National Conference is wnlile 
create any law and order prabi 
the moment but {ts likely ¢ 
Congress prospects in the r 
uios has already disturbed al 4 
excluding Mr Sadi who }iny ie 
up a National Demdcratic G hal 
ence when the Bakshi was [ee mt 
_ The voice of the people, i | 
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(open dob ati is likely io) =O ul mset 
ov i Aaleul tains, Gountless fol Ce 
ths ot ihe detuned Sheikh will now 
» wove mirauy found Bakshi Gulam 
3 a iimet) why will exploit the pro- 
aswel Mitment t6 achieve his own 

mee MM i 
lL ADS ¥ ee 
ot atten fami of politicking Kashmir 
» te hate thy jrrattise anid, wiough 
1 ene il emygoing and midlalert |yy 
ve OTe , all Kantnris are. not jotos- 
ps wn Be Peapie brave talk from 
. the FB mie which is echoed and re- 
fom the Valley by Congress 
al) the Isture of the State is 
oe i certaimy, It is 
mn momac, even under the Tash- 
aie eireroerit, anh all the hasty, 
i GH patcy Mowards integration have 
— | a nausitieys more wncertain. 
nee. De Government of Inclia tle- 
at tHe Ha. epecial oan with 
‘eas Mit Will continue to be sub 











hath Miterial and external 
fo Which it has become more 
Be Alter devaluation, M1 
Melt think, like Dr Pang- 
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‘Cantil 7 fat whatever is, ix gol. But 
ae Ys ten eur big foreign advisers 
“ee Mave suph) uw simple heart. 
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} is another date which may not pass 
by uneventfully, The Lett parties 
may also like to act in concert, though 
their earlier decision was to start the 
moyement some time in September. 
Buc it is not the political parties 
alone which are bracing thenselves 
up. The State Government employees 
have also reached the end ol ther pa- 
tience alter months of petitionitig. 
Ihey have served an ultimatum on 
the tliet Minister, who ip all his 
years Of office has not thought it ne- 
cessary to meet the representatives 
of the employees even once. Ii there 
is no settlement im the meantime, 
they will launch direct, action from 
the middle of next month ; and what 
the State Government employees can 
do Uttar Pradesh is showing. Porl 
and dock workers may go Into action 
earlier, though theirs will be a part 
ol a wider struggle, The non-teach- 
ing staff of colleges have now joined 
the teachers in agitating lor higher 
emoluments and better service cond 
tions, and they also have a programme 
ol indefinite strike: There is the 
mounting prolest against aulomation 
whose seriousness is underscored by 
the costly advertisements carried re- 
cently by newspapers. ‘he list is by 
no méans exhaustive; discontent is 
well spread as the last rally on. the 
maidan showed, 


The response of the Government 
to these varienes. of discontent has 
heen uniform. It. is not prepared to 
concede that economic distress is at 
the root, maybe because that would 
have amounted to an admission. of 
failure. It has therefore harked back 
to the overworked plea that the rea- 
sons are political ; this can only mean 
that whatever the Government may 
ilo the unrest will continue till the 
Opposition parties change their tac- 
ics. One should presime that in 
stich a sittiation the Congress could 
lake a measure or two to meet the 
challenge on the political level. But 
it has yet to demonstrate that it dares 
hold a public meeting in Calcutta and 
tell the people what it thinks of the 
opposition parties and their activities. 
On the other hand, the recent deci. 
sion of the executive of the Bengal 
Provincial National Trade Union 


Congress to recommend to its all- 


India body that the organisation 
should fave separate economic and 
social policies and it should no longe) 
ioe the Congress line mdicates which 


way, at least in West Bengal, the wind 
is blowing, 

The attitude of the Centre appears 
to be different. At. the meeting of 
the Lastern Zonal Council at. Ranchi 
u new strategy 1s reported to have 
been evolyed mm. the presence of Mr 
Nanda to counter latge-scale “vio 
lence and “dehance” of law by op 
position parties threatening direct 
actor, Lhe West. Bergal Govern- 
inent tas pot a ready report ol sub 
Versions already committed and de- 
signs lor the future, More sucly tales 
will be heard as the agitation draws 
near, suitably corroborated by reco- 
very of arms and ammunition, The 
Centre has already advised firm ac- 
tion in advance so that use of. force 


later may be avoided. What such 
action can be is not unclear. The 
Deéelence of India Act has not been 
amended, though the Centre pave 


notice to the States that an amend- 
ing Ordinance would come into force 
from jfuly lt. Even al the Centre 
carrits out its promise when Parlia- 
ment meets, there is the alternative 
proposal to amend the Preventive De- 
tention Act. so that arrests under it 
may be as easy and indiscriminate as 
under section 50 of the Defence ol 
India Rules. Such methods were 
tried not long ago, and there is no 
reason why what failed in March. 
April should succeed in August-Sep- 
tember. On the contrary, they will 
lead to further acerbiw. But the 
Government, whether at the Centre 
or in the State, appears to be ada- 
mant i its refusal to reget in any 
other way. Such obstinacy will solve 
nobody's problem and only EXASpe- 
rate an already harried people, 


Hard Labour 


After Mr Frank Cousins’ departure 
lrom the Labour Government of Mr 
Harold Wilson neither the labour 
movement nor the British Govern 
ment is quite the same. The Goy 
érnment looks wan; the movemen: 
far from jubilant. The sorriest look 
is worm by the pound sterling. Ne 
wonder Mr Wilson was olf to Mos- 
cow—another gimmick that was un- 
likély to impress either his hosts o1 
folks back home. Mr Wilson's dis- 
claimers on devaluation of the pound 
do not appear to have been’ taken 
very seriously by most people; the 
wages and incomes policy seems al: 
réady in the doldrums and will be in 
preater trouble sf Mr Frank Cousins 
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7F now considers himself lree to orga~ P)pfhi Letter Ny 
: nizé demands for pay rises all along | 4 
U the line to cushion his herd against " 
.'s inflation and rising prices. The pic Vi | F : P | 
| ture of -a “ewingine’” Britain which is tetnam QUux as 
8 “in it’ is already wearing thin. ' 
I | To blame it all on Mr Wilson, or _ | : , wa? 

; even. Mr Cousins, is manifestly ur- hrom A POLITICAL GORRESPONDENT | 
5 fair. The Labour Government in- | 
io herited from the Tories a very sick- RS INDIRA GANDHI's peace cut a few days before the |roadt ’ 
| | ly economy; it is to be saul to the dove made a bellylanding even that India was helpless. There y 7 
a. credit of Mr Wilson thar he has not iefore it took off. The sight was as nothing she could cdo Aguin 4 
| taken more advantage ol the mess the pathetre as the one witnessed when said there wits ng letter Lty Dr r i 

| Tories left behind than was legiti- the Commonwealth mission on Viet Chi Minh while the Foren Of 
i mate. ‘The plain fact may be thal pam to Peking, sponsered among in New Delhi was confirming Tope . 
the British people are siniply not orhers by the late Mr Shastri, failed that Mr A. S. Dhawan was Cane 

a working hard enough; and the La to take off from London about this a personal micssage to hind. i) 
| bour Government under Mr Wilson (ime last year, But the gloss Indian look place between her Calicut a 
14 has not been able to impart to the correspondents accompanying the ment expressing helplessness aie | 
i) people of Britain a sense of reality. Prime Minister pot on her talks with broadcast is not known, In Tach 
I a But the consequences Of Britam’s President Nasser is matchéd for its Foreign Office had not prepared 





economic policies devolve mainly on 
the British people, who haye chosen 
their government, and only marginal. 
ly on the Commonwealth ; but Bri- 
tain's foreign policy, such as it 4s, 
alfects a wider world; and here Mr 
Wilson has been too clever by hall. 
His credentials are beginning to be 
questioned. ‘[he disssuciation from 
the U.S. bombing of targets in the 
vicimty of Hanoi and Haiphong and 
the subsequent Moscow visit can take 
away nothing from his earlier identi- 
heation with U.S: policy in Vietnam, 
In Rhodesia Mr Wilson’s record 
must be. considered even sorricr, Pre- 
sident Kaunda, once the most mode- 
rate and level-headed of African )0- 
liticians, has lately appoken of ex- 
pelling Britain from the Common- 
wealth, which might or might not 
lead to a genuine Afro-Asian body, 
and then of Zambia quitting the 
Commonwealth, which could only 
make Zambia's economic condition 
even more perilous than it is today. 
If Mr Wilson's failure is daily grow- 
ing more manifest, recent reports of 
the possibility, if no more, of a coalli- 


amateurishness only by the clumsy 
handling of the entire affair by out 
Foreiyen Offce. When President 
Nasser, out of sheet politeness, apo: 
lopised ta Mrs Gandhi for not being 
present at the airport to receive her, 
the publicity men close to the Prime 
Minister had the story put out and 
it was great news for AIR. It was 
not im good taste in the first place. 
But the real reason for President Nas- 
ser's abserice was his disapproval of 
the manner in which Mrs Gandhi 
publicised hea Vietnam peace plan 
on the eve of her visit to three capt- 
These capitals weré not inform- 
ed about it Motoh this correspon: 
dent's own informaticn is that the 
broadcast was recorded for her more 
than 24 hours before 1 was put on 
the air. No wonder all the inspired 
Cairo reports of an imminent non- 
aligned Vietnam’ iniliative were in 
effect contradicted by a jomt com- 
mimique known for its ‘Hence on 
Vietnam, At Belgrade the Prime 
Minister's plan fared no better and 
by the time she returned trom Mos- 
cow she had come to the point of 
realising that end to the bombings 


tals. 





thing for the peace plan whieh 
flung on the diplomats in New Dt 
that afternoon while Indian com 
jondents were not given copiey 
the broadcast text until late 1g 
evening. 

lt is a moot point if Mrs Gi 
announced the plan as a sop for 
Asian sentiment before whe went 
her tour or if it was just meally 
find a more convincing justia 
for her visit to the Soviet Unigiy 
this juncture. Perhaps this Wie 
rather uncharivable but fom] 
manner in which it was handled 
cannot help figuring out the pa 
bilities. The next day she 
meet President Nasser and sheg@ 
well have discussed it with hi 
out all the uninhibited publicity 
ihe plan, skilfully managed fy 
Prime Minister’s advisers. She a 
have communicated the plan t6) 
three capitals and not annoline 
irom New Delhi. 

Instrinsically, the plan is far 
satisfactory to any of the alfectedy 
ties, It did not take Hanorey 
into account, Jf the plan wits) 
ing at a detente (as can be Tai 
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tion government in Britain must be 
even more disquieting, With a coali- 
tion there may be a more rapid jet- 
tisoning of the Labour Party's prin- 
ciples and then all concerned will 
have the worst of both worlds: There 
may well he a réle between President 
Johnson and President de Gaulle ; 
Mr Wilson does not appear to have 
found it yet: The national role has 
meantime been thrown. into grave 
jeopardy by Mr Cousins who now 
joins the Trade Union Congress and 
makes life a good deal less easy for 
Mr Wilson. — 
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ably inferred from the seven 
sals}, the proposals were more im 
nature of a follow-up program 

From the beginning to its whim- once the detente had been am 
pering end (or is the plan still at. For there is no point in call 
alive?) the plan was a clumsy éxer- for a cease-lire except at the em 
cise in diplomacy, amateurishly negotiations. A diplomatic dem 
hancdled by our Foreign Office. Secre- can be brought about only if the 
tary T. N. Kaul is believed to have co-chairmen of the Geneva ! 
authored it and the inevitable Mr ence meet frst. Any initiative 
L.. K. Jha perfected the strategy, come from them, with India’s Te 

To begin with the beginning, Mrs uf possible. The co-chairmen Ga 
Indira Gandhi's statements were haye called the conference only, 
rather confusing. -She said in Gali- recognising the Vietcong. “Pian 






was a necessary first. step and no plan 
that does not get Hanoi's consent has 
any chance of succeeding. 
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the Sovict 


‘OL hatlered iy the least 
lim deviated trom out 


fionaligninent. A 
Het tO tell him, “Please 


ugly) your hat". 
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Aleliu, Alu denied that le was 


the Soviet Govern. 


me that he wert on his own, 
bers did Ol appear con- 


it hecklid him often, 
harrated 
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Mi 
his inlven- 
his visits to poul- 
es and regaled the 


lily theory tat infls- 
ih Hot ingrense casts in apri- 


it Stist in the series was 
Wi Shalt, who said he did 
think that 


Tight step. 


devalua- 
He also 


that while in Moscow, 


+ had admitted to 
Hivongh his 


| iat devaluation was decided 


Ainerican 


p essure, 


Bosiet leaders asked Mi 
Pais, We was in an awk- 


| 


ok 


we 


oe 


m Very tuely does 3 
nlx. ke the MPs into 


NOW 


conliclence on certain matters but Mi 
Shah did. 


The next meeting of the pars 


executive is on July 25 and of the 


general body on July 24, The Prime 
Minister's policies would come un- 
der u new attack. In fact they would 
come under attack on July [9 at the 
Working Committee mecting but the 
supporters of the Prime Minister. 
particularly Mr Subramaniam, seem 
to bank on the presence of the Chiel 
Ministers at the meeting to carry the 
day. No one knows who fixed Juls 
i9 as the date for a conference ol 
Chiel Ministers. But the AICC 
would be forced to imyvite therm to 
attend the Working Committee meet 
ing oul of sheer courtesy. In the 
past, any Chiel Minister who hap- 
pened to be in the Capital when the 
Committee met was an automatic in- 
vitee, The High Command would 
he swamped by the Chief Ministers 
this time and the question that arises 
is whose endorsement should the 
Prime Minister seek for her policies, 
the High Command’s or the Chief 
Mitiistéers’? 

Mr Atulya Glhiosh’s recent role is 
amazing. He said in Bombay that 
it was wrong to say Mrs Gandhi did 
not mform Mr Kamaraj about, deva 
luation. According to Mr Ghosh, 
the President knew of it 
two days belore the formal decision. 

Whatever the outcome of the July 
IS meeting, it is certain that Mr 
Kamara, is virtually a goner now and 
it he tries to come back in a big way, 
it must be as the figure-head chief ol 
# Hew compact of group leaders. Mi 
Atulya Ghosh is now with the Prime 
Minister and Mr Asoka Mehta has 
moved closer to Mr Ghosh. Mi 
Mehta did not have any organisa- 
onal prop in the past and is find 
ing one in Mr Ghosh, The swift 
néss with which Mrs Gandhi has 
heen able to line up the provincial 
satraps and other leaders on her side 
has struck many. The attacks from 
the quantity called the “Left Press 
is on the Prime Minister’s principal 
advisers, Mr Asoka Mehta and Mr 
Subramaniam, There is already a 
move, feeble thoueh, Lo oust these 
two, But the Left Press has not had 
the courage to attack either My 
Kamara) or Mrs Indira Gandhi. <A 
New conmformusn: is becoming fashion 
able with critics of this group 
Kven if the Prime Minister could be 
attacked, Mr Kamaraj should not 
be! A small group of Tamilian 


( OngTEess 


said “they 


L aimal’) 


pourlialists someone 
know English also besides 
has taken upon itself the task of 
chaperoning Mr Kamara) and the 
story gomege round the Press corps is 
that 12 journalists of the Kamara} 
court have been begging the Soviet 
Kinbassy to extend invitations to 
them to accompany Mr Kamara}, 
One of the arguments advanced ts 
that the Indian journalists in Mos. 
cow are pencrally untriendly to Mi 
Kanmiaray The Soviet Embassy might 

oblige alter all, 
lt is being confidently predicted 
here that Mr Kamaraj would get a 
warm) welcome in contrast to the 
cold, strictly protocol welcome Mrs 
Indira Gandhi vot in Moscow. Be- 
sites, Mr Kamara; would be treated 
on par with a visiting head of Gov- 
ernment, lor protocol purposes, ac 
cording to Mr Kamaraj’s court, 
july 17, 
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tex cigarettes are breaking records so fast that we are 
really stretching ourselves to meet smokers’ demands! 


in Calcutta alone sales of LEX cigarettes have increased 
5000, in course of three months! In addition, LEX has 
obtained large export orders. 

We are not surprised that LEX is winning popu- 

larity so fast. LEX is just right—not too strong, 

not too light- 


JUST RIGHT... TOBACCO BRIGHT 
NOT TOO STRONG...NOT TOO LIGHT 


SUPERB SMOKING... 


THE IMPERIAL TOBACCO CO. OF INDIA LTO. 
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M ake-Believe 
| Parliament ary 
Opposition 
OUTSIDER 


HENEVER there has heen any 
huss agitation in [udia in re- 
the members of leeula- 
- pyfin iré im the Opposition par- 
VE fot Only joined whe demons- 
lit they have ako been 

in linge nin bers. : Ie 
Beanie Of this is from U.P 
ah loci, namely, Lhe ining 
The arrests, have lel me to pon 
ihe he working ol the party 
Hie India, and { ain going to see 

r few comments. 

| r 2 conclusion moehr as well 
meat the head of this comment 
z. ehititciation of a gcome 
eo A. oréater politica! 
Chardly been seen in any 

ih a the pretence that DLnoelia 

! is riitinentary democracy based 
P svstem. To me the truc 


he pat 


4 would! be that there is. no 


yerLury A cok he properly 
i id fcr. ond | only hope that 
ares Which sty that there is, 
fu la fh Very clever saying bert! 
Ts this: “All political par: 
eat fast’ Ol swallowing thelr 
Do they, though! No 
mt all events. 
" att Osan Mobhouse (later 
Kraus pion) who invented the 
Majesty's Opposition’. 
HH Beetmplliented him on the 
mah it Why? The answer 
Batislt politics, is simp le. 
finer of the [British Isles 
artiar nm yeur'y démocracy carried 
Alte sane ol i inanarch, and 
the Opposition, which is an 
il p: oF tat democracy, }1a5 
a pelt with the same 
litteal werchority, Thus 
rs “seated ig onl, 
Set His Majesty's Govern: 


ies, 
re 


or this system the authority of 
zit Tuts two aspCe— one exe: 
gud the over crithe a], and 
Ee interdependent. Disraeli, 
il the pteatest, of parliamenta- 
Ho! wus MOL in thé habic of 
rt his political opponents, has 
: 


two significant dictums about 
and an Opposition. Qh one occu 
sron he said: “| believe that with- 
OUL party, Parlimentary rovernmment 
1s impossible.’ The other saying Is 
found in One of his novels: 
‘No Government can be : 
without a formidable Opposition.” 
Here in India any Minister would 
say that the best securivy for his Goy 
ernment would be No Opposition 
and the next best—aA feeble Opjo 
ADETLOR. 

lt is not at all realized what an ac 
cidental and special product ol polr- 
tical evolution the purty: system ts, 
and it is like the parliamentary gov- 
ernment itself a British product. 
The British party system originated 
in factions, and nothine was dreaded 
more by all moralists and political 
philosophers than the spirit of fae 
tion, “Phe Greeks called its worst 
manifestation Stasis and the Romans 
Seditto, and both held factionalism 
to be the greatest calamity for any 
polity, Ibn Khaldun, the greatest of 
the Islamic political thinkers. also 
considered asabyya, or the spirit ol 
the olan and faction; 32s an agency ol 
the degradation of the Caliphate. 

Not even the British people started 
with att food opinion of parties: 
Halifax said that “the best party is 
but a kind of conspiracy against the 
rest of the nation,’ and then eéx- 
plained why men joined parties: 

“Ignorance maketh most men go in- 
to a party, and shame keepeth them 
from wetting (out of 1." Swift o1 
ope (the saying is attributed to 
both) declared that “Party is the 
madness Of many, lor the gain of 
few.” Dr Johnson was, of course, 
bound to say that “the first. Whig 
was the Devil,"” and to give the fol. 
lowing warting. “Sir, you are a 
young man, but [ have seen a great 
deal of the world, and take it upon 
my word and experience, that where 
you s¢e a Whig you set a rascal,” 

It is the special wlory of English 
public Itfe to have broken the wild 
horse of factionalism to a practical 
social purpose. The English party 
system originated in factions, but the 
spirit of party has been sublimated 
in such a way that something which 
was regarded as an éternal and uni 
versal evil has become a beneficent 
mechanism of change and growth), 
50 Disraeli could say: “Party ts orga- 
nized opinion,” Bur the opinion has 
to be solid opimion on big issues, 
Otherwise. Bagehot’s saying is likely 


prrly 


{¢} be 


long secure 


iy yo 
poe ie 


“When 
par ties 


lO be Lriic ereut 


baverayy.”” 


proved 
quesions end, Tittle 
Fiow trie of India ! 

But ts there any Opposition ina 
real sense in Lhis country? There is 
not, as the following indisputable 
facts will show:: 

l. In pom of numbers it is neg- 
ligible in every legislamre, and, above 
all, in the Central. “The Opposition 
is constituted really by a lew indivi- 
cals, to whorm all kinds of personal 
motives toy Oppose wight be attri- 
buted by the ruling party, In fact, 
one former distinguished member of 
the Opposition is now an influential 
member of the Central Government 

IT. Jt 5 insulted, taunted, and dis- 
reearded in a manner by the Govy- 
ermmment which is unparalleled in the 
history of parliamentary imstitution. 
In real arrogance and confident had 
manners what the Central Ministers 
say is very mitch worse that the cries 
ol “Assassin!” gn the French 
Chamber. 

iit. ‘The Opposition has not the 
phost of a chance of ever forming a 
government, and that is of the: vers 
essence of the party systern. 

[V. With the exception of the 
Communist Party no Opposition 
party has any ideas which are distinct 
from those of the Congress, and the 
only thing what they can do is to 
the Congress in demagogy by 
tppealing to the worst chauvinism ol 
the Indian people. 

V. The Opposition members re 
cognize the futility of what they can 
do in Parliament by becoming dema- 
: leaders outside it, and Jeadine 
bundhs and such thines, "They be: 
come Catilinian, : 

The Congress itself is an wn-par. 
lmamentary party, In England par 
liament was created long ‘before the 
party system, and the system was in- 
troduced to work the parliament. 
In India the Congress was born long 
belore any parliament, and it was, to 
begin with, completely independent 
of parliament, an organization of the 
nationalist movement, For many 
years it would not even make use 
Ol parliament as a forum, for pe 
reason certain members of the Con. 
gress had to go the Central Legtsla. 
ture under a benami, the Swarajyist 
Party, ‘Then it used parliament just 
4s Hitler used it... The principle of 
exploitation of the parliamentary 
system was quite frankly expounded 
by him after the electoral success of 
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Hitler then 


the Nazi Party in 1950. 
sa “1 today euL action employs 
among 1s ‘different weapons mal 
of Parliament, that $s nat pa ey 
that parliamentary pases en 
only for parliamentary eric “ . 
115 Parliamertl is NOt an ene coh 
<elf, but merely a means tO an enc 
We are not on pre inle @ par- 
hoyiy—thal would be 
ot our whole out 
pat liamentary 
“under cons 


liamentary | 
a contradicuen ol 
inok—-we are ae 
jayry by compulsion, Uli | 
ed arc ea compulsion ts Une 
Constituuon. yhe Consutution 
compels us to Use this song a 
And so this victory that we vave 
is nothing else thar the 
new weapon For our 
not for séats in Par 
we win 


jist, won 
winning of @ 
fight... It 3s 
liament that we felt, but ‘* 
in Parliament im order thal 


seats : 
; shle to liberate 


ane day we may 2 1 
Terman pepe. | 

vie Cae beeen parliamentar) 
action in this spirtt, and has Lp 
Keen able to rid itsell ol it. f za 
only difference that independence Ne 
made is that the end is now, oh z 
liberation of the Indian, peope, po 
the enjoyment of the fruits of olice 
hy the Congress oligarchy. — ik, 

In would be a ¢fass mistake Lo ie 
gard the present government ol pote 
vs anything but sing!e-party Lak, 
lnke shat of the Nazis and the Fascists, 
and of the Communist parece) Eo 
Conmunistic COUNTTICS. Che OLE 
ayties reniain 1 being as a matter 
of form, to hoodwink the M eaten 
democracies. Burt il it comes to nay 
the Congress will not hesitate : 
abolish all parties hut itsell as ae 
Nayis did by the decree of l4th Ju y 
iga4 tt is even foreshadowed in a 
fantastic argument by a or abayeie 
lawver, the Standing Counsel ols ps 
Bengal Government, that | ae ze : 
~. which lives on the miseries © 
and exploits food shortage 
and unemployment, in the aseithaen 
of a foreign Power, has no right v 
function as | party in demacratit 
India,” Wlyrat democracy ! sThereias 
no reason to think chat this. lawyel 
is anvthing but a briefed advocate, 
bul that he can even repeat such 
drivel is dangerous. 

_————— 

The goal of eradication of | 
and making the conniry prosiperous 
ic still distant but by and large the 
country i& marciing towards it. | 

~ (“Morar Desa 


jaa Ly, 
the people 
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Caleutta Diary 





J. MOHAN 


#, YEN for the city of processions 
the ntrmber that Calcutta has 
witnessed during the past few wecks 
is something of a record. There 
have been remarkable party  ral- 
lies, grim indications of the mood 
ol the people, there have been 
quite a lew protest demonstrations 
against the American presetice in 
Vietnam and there has been a rally 
of trade unions to focus attention on 
the economic demands and = trade 
unton rights of salaried employees. 
Even as these lines are being writen 
others rallies are being planned and 
some will haye taken place by the 
hime these Wil ads are wut im print. 

A significant feature of the trade 
umion rally of July 12 was the num. 
ber of processions that converged on 
the Maidan, paralysing trafhe fon 
about four hours. A local datly has 
cast doubts on the trade union 
character of the meeting and alleged 
that political slogans dominated it. 
If this refers to the demands for lift. 
ing the Emergency and scrapping the 
Delence of India Rules, State trading 
in foodgrains and nationalisation of 
banks, the sooner it is realised that 
these demands have ceased ta be 
olitical the better. Those who have 
itter experience ol how the Defence 
of India Rules have been used to 
crush purely legitimate trade union 
movements, those who are having to 
part with practically the whole of 
their pay packet because of hoarders 
who have cornéred -rice stocks, and 
those who know how banks engage 
in speculation in the foodgrains 
trade can hardly be expected to agree 
that these demands are political. 

The bulk of those who joined the 
processions and. rally of July 12 were 
Central and State Government em- 
ployees. Deprived, for all practical 
purposes, of the right to strike and 
even the right to organise trade 
unions—theoretically the right is 
there but in practice it is hedged in 
with so many restrictions.as to make 
effective functioning  difficult—trhis 
vast body of employees has had to 
depend on mass demonstrations as 
the only means of expressing its 
grievances. Even the right to de- 
monstrate peacefully has been won 
after considerable sacrifices. As re 


cently as a few years ago even @ 
closed-door meeting would have ex 
posed the employees to disciplinary 
action under the Government Sere 
vants Conduct Rules, In fact many 
of those who pioneered the tradé 
union movement amongsi Goverts 
ment cmployeés have had to pay a 
heavy price for it and face dismissal) 
Che Government employees’ moves 
ment has travelled a one way sine 
then, but even. today Government 
employees are considered a category 
apart and governed by rules thap 
have been taken over from the day 
of British rule. Pablic sector con 
porations, even though not exact 
under the purview of these rules, ary 
nevertheless treated on a dnflerent 
looting from other private sector com 
porations. It is the existence Gf 
these and other common problem 
that has brought all these employed 
on one platform. 

Another feature of this meetin 
was the cooperation of other organs 
sations of middle-class employees sudi 
as bank, mercantile and insurangg 
employees. Salaried cmployees havg 
been hit hardest of all by the gallop 
me mflation that has been rampant 
in récent years and it is only nati 
that they should seek every oppam 
tunity tO give vent to their grievancey 
on this score. 

It is mdiculous to regard such mie 
lies as the political machinations Of 
political parties. They ate a sight of 
the ferment that is sweeping te 
State in the wake of the near-chait 
that has overtaken our ecconom# 
Those who fail to read the wrth 
on the wall will end up by going i 
the wall. 

* 7 

The initiative taken by the We 
Bengal Branch of the INTUC in sue 
vesting that the organisation show 
free itself from the control of 
Congress: party had little possibiliq 
of succeeding on an all-India seg 
but it was nevertheless a more ol com 
siderable significance. It has bee 
clear for some Lime that the leaden 
of the BPN'TUC, have been chafing 
under the tutelage of Congress Wik 
van. This was, however, the i 
time that fhey openly came outa 
holdly. Relations between the PEG 
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ame tre BPN TUC leader- 
have ir pact Ween bitter for a 
wwe anid the POC has been 
| yjiitss tie BPNTUC by 
He ow labour gubcom- 
TUG leaders in West 
five been finding 
cof socialism on Con- 
worn so thin that 


wo evens 
ould have & 
oo disel pli 
ronment 


[In fact mae Sieaining iercasingly difficult 
ed che oad mh if? pean their hold ove: 
ongst Govell ae | is their association 
had to hr | ath ils ' Party continues. 
face tae | WYNTL DG leadership hay in 
slayees ey i x 1S taken Wite-a few un 
ong way Stil a ney i such its participation 


IU in joint strike strug- 
im also tried to spread our 
mira ares by setting up an 


» Greve rn yet 
red a calege 
iy roles 


Irom: the -<iiy ation ess and poor 
ic sectar Kisan Cotigress. Its 
1 not oxa all me « tket to further widen 
hese ‘lc i uc} he POC. But the 
na optey ( leaders ate playing their 
vate sector e fouily and despite their 
CRISLEHOE S fion with some of the 
non probie Bataila i wuiess Jeaders have not 


al hihi Perhaps 
£ want to jeopardise their 
in the INTLC 


hese employe 


this imcellpi eee : which still 
[ other o Sabi “ad much el wing ol the 
2m PLOY CLs ae al Con ness 
and i) SUrae al is-not the only State in 
mpl vat is no love lost between 
by the gal le \ TUC Maders and the local 
heen ce is box ges. It is Known that 
is only ta r | ih he workers in INTUC unions 
every Opi restive. ver récent trends 


heir priey ne ne ti policies . 


coard cnolo ee ate being revised i 
chin ME paration pothe: coming elec Hons, 
y are aosign ‘ Hi re ‘familiar with the in- 
“sweeping | wenelty ol the election machinery 
the oemphat “ ps are many -4nags 
our Coon 1 wont aaa ake a mocker 
ad the wr ini ste: _ The chief of these 


ip by goings mss of preparing voters’ 
q 


niin, Rt the existing rules, 
Pprepared on the basis 
Beers: survey by cou 
fter it is open LO 
A ceri period every yea) 
| § OF to rise objections 
are 9a ‘4 mised by offic ers: ap 
for the purpose, Once every 

Dar mi there is a thorough 
Reve on fresh surveys by 
| After this a draft roll 


1 by the? fc 
IN'TUG ing 
lisalion shou 
control af ff 
Lue phos bility 
all-India 
a more af ai 

It Tae Ge 
hat che Tomale 


been lathe 
Congress Tit 1 om and again an oppor. 
ever, the ti piven to those whose names 
y came ¢ mh mmnitted {0 wpply for in- 


ween the Ie 4 filing 4h the requisite 
7 pections to names that are 
jt LY pA Le 


in the draft roll may also be raised 
and if upheld the names objected to 
can be cancelled. 

In theory this sounds all right but 
the ruling party can influence the 
election machinery at every stage and 
in urban areas the voters’ lists are 
heavily doctored in its interests. 
This process of doctoring is already 
under way. Mysterious hordes from 
one of our neighbouring States are 
applyimg for ration cards in surpri- 
singly large numbers. These people 
exist—tor a purpose. Once they get 
the ration cards which will provide 
evidence of their eligibility for en: 
rolment as voters they will go back 
to their villages, to be brought again 
at the right moment. Since these per: 
sons, whose names will be included 
in the electoral rolls are genuine, it 
will be almost impossible fo prevent 
them from voting, on the g¢round 
that they are ghost yoters. A thou: 
sand such : 
scales in fayour of the ruling party 
in most constituencies, especially in 
marginal ones. And this is only one 
of the tricks in its armoury. Another 
is to prevent genuine yoters from be: 
ing enrolled or to get their names 
scratched even after they have been 
enrolled in the draft rolls, To what 
limits this can be carried was shown 
when it was revealed that even some 
existing MLAs had not found a place 
on the voters’ list. The more dan- 
gerous trick, of course, is to get the 
name scratched after it has been al- 
lowed. to appear in the draft rolls. 
Unsuspecting voters will discover 
when they see the final list that they 
have been robbed of their franchise. 

Cholera, the dreaded menace that 
takes a toll of so many lives each 
vear, has been finalls conquered. 
The records. of Calcutta Corporation 
will, at least, 
to this. cA decision hes heen taken 
ta reter to such cases. in future as 
gastro-enteritis. 

The orteinal running time of What 
Lola Wants was about two hours. 
but it was mercilessly mutilated to a 
one-hour iscrap of frustrating enter- 
fainment. As Americans, perhaps 
ute chould have been insulted that 
the Indian censors should think our 
cullure 1s so “wicked” and the Indian 
people so innocent that our films will 
corrupt their minds and bodies. 

Donald Varn in The Times of 

India 


voters can easily tilt the 


soon be able to tesufy 


Government 
Employees 
C. B. HAzRA 
HE trade union movement In 


India is in bad shapé. Most 
of the fundamental rights guaranteéd 
under the Constitution have ¢ither 
been curtailed under the Emergency 
or amended to serve the interests 6] 
the dominant minority, 

The State sector employees are thé 
frst and worst victims. The present 
rulers of India did not dare exhibit 
their apathy towards the working 
class from the beginning, But step 
by step they changed labour legisla- 
tion, provision tinder one law miiti- 
tating against that of another, What 
ever scanty protection the existing 
laws provided was curtailed by the 
judiciary, For example, when m be 
came dificult to remove aman under 
the normal ‘Discipline and Ap c. 
rales’ which provide him witl 
reasonable opportunity to pul up his 
defence, Authority had power to re 
move him under other provisions of 
the law without showing any reason. 
When the Supreme Court declared 
‘ultra vires’ such reactionary seryiee- 
rules having the statutory validity oF 
law, the President of the Republic 
exercised his special powers UndeE 
article 311 (2)c as if he were abrogate 
ing the judgement of the Supreme 
Court. It always happened thal ze 
matt reinstated under orders of the 
Supreme Court was dismissed in m0 
time under Article SIT (2)¢ by the 
President. Trade unions in the State 
sector have no protection whatsoever 
against Presidential discretion. Ap 
peals to High Court on this ground 
are also disallowed. Then the Del. 
ence of India Rules were used against 
militant trade union workers: There 
was nO protection in a court Of few 
against this measure, In these cir 
cumstances, the rights of association 
earned by the workers during the 
long strugele fot Independence have 
been distorted and maimed. 

From the beginning the employees 
of the Central Government struggler 
hard to mitigate their prievances 
through the Permanent Negotiating 
Machinery, There was, however, no 
scope for arbitration, as the Geritrst 
Govérnment employees were exclud: 
ed from the provisions of the Indus. 
trial Disputes Act. As a result many 


i] 


vital issues developed which the em- 
ployees could not afford to neglect 
for tong. When matters reached a 
climax Central Government employ- 
ees went on an all-India strike in 
1960, it was not a political strike 
but the Government used all its 
machinery to prove it so and ruth- 
lessly suppressed the strike, jailing 
thousands and dismissing as many, 
ir was nor satistied with this even. 
In the posi-strike years, during a 
reneral lull in the trade union move. 
ment, it tried to cage Government 
employees into the labyrinth of the 
notorious Whitley Council. 


The trade union movement within 
the State sector was all along seere- 
gated from thé general trade union 
movement, As a matter of policy the 
Government opposed outsiders as 
ofice-bearers of these unions and ac. 
cepted as a gesture of compromise 
only those outsiders who. organisa- 
tionally and personally owed more 
allesiance to the Government than 
to labour, 


As a result, there has been no unit- 
ed movement of the working class 
and the working class has l[ailed to 
become a dominating factor in the 
political life of the country, 


Without the guidance and help o! 
a political party of the working 
people; no trade union can make 
much headway. The mast that it 
can do in the present circumstances 
is to warn those who frustrate united 
action of the people, and fight 
against retrenchment, withdrawal! of 
trade union rights, wage cuts and the 
attacks of monopoly on food. 


Some old sets of NOW 
(Oct. 9, 1964 to September 
24, 1965) are available at 


Rs 20 each : postage extra. 


For NOW readers in Western India 
may contact 
S. D. CHANDAVAREKAR 
10, Kanara House 
Mogal Lane, Mahim 
Bombay-16. 
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Dealing with the health and family-welfare 
problems, plans and programmes of the Country In 
generat and. specially of the national policies and 
achievements of the Union Ministry of Health and 
Family Planning. 


A useful and handy source of information to 
those interested in the health of the nation. 


Specially useful to: 
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and research Institutes and cantras 
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Single $0.25 or 9d. 
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The Director, 
CENTRAL HEALTH EDUCATION BUREAU, 


; ‘ al. 
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ft African Diary—IX 


Shabus Office hia smart secre. 
my feceived) me. She was an 
hy Pot the Bolira community. 
Asian Muslims through- 
mt Alcica one could easily see 


modernization, Most ol 
Pails whe terw eriter schools for 
! " ariibeviilige vertificate hiave leit 
oe veit—the burkha; they now 
Piarial quurTses, become tvyp- 
aul Vslropasistanis, and some 
y ALI im. ih contrast. the 
Md! ro figt slidw as vet the ‘wind 
e. Cinaratih women in tradi- 
islet drive a car, but 
ey over the social be- 
of the younger generation 
4 ‘tg to have relaxed much. 
Meo he the reason? fs it 
ihe ‘Hindus came originally 
Sa hatkward, tradition-ridden 
Hind Tota? Bur the majority 
tin i us onal Muslims come trom 


sar if Lee and. Surat. 
a , because the Hindus re- 
in | mostly in business that 
them from patticipating in 
se social We and kept them 
mecca group? Bur the 

Hi predominantly .in 
om Naps, ‘the only answer 
ft Hind ) attitude to life, what- 
liga wear, «It keeps the 
! only away from others, 
Wk HpON every change or 
ES — path as 


Rehman Mohamed 
Be os daring the Zan- 
ab iuuie . January 1964. 
wy described him as 
] Comminiy’ and con. 
: the Teyolution as a2 product 
Hilden imicy. Yet, when | 
Bab scabout these events, he 
ue aga explanation, “The 
Gime as an inevitable 
he colonial Government 
Mmded Over power to a minority 
flmety Anil, at the same time, 
_ Muetlievsa H monarchical regime 
ho M uyainst the imperial: 
il snmiarel. and there 
Reed byeanize the people. 
Peeves wine ihe revolu- 
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eptiiie, and welcome, change 


A Talk With Sheikh Babu 


ANIRUDHA GUPTA 


tion, New, all this rubbish about 
Zanzibar going Chinese can be under 
swod, It is because, in throwing out 
the monarch, we have also struck a 
blow at the imperialist scheming and 
so all this talk is the product of re 
sentment,” 

But it was not Zanzibar alone 
which | wanted to discuss with Babu. 
On my arrival in Dar-es-Salaam, 1 
was told that Babu was one of the 
most brilliant thinkers in the Umon 
Cabinet and, what was more import: 
ant, that he was willing t talk to 
me about African problems mm pene- 
ral. AS a basis for the discussion, 1 
quickly summarized my views on the 
problem. of political, instability ; 
Africa today faces two kinds of pro- 
blems. In the first place, most Alfi- 
can countries emerged from a stage 
in which the politic al structure had 
remained over-centralized and, at the 
same time, weak. Weak, because the 
system was not broad-based and it 
was unsuitable for carrying out deve- 
lopmental works. Secondly, while 
the task of economic reconstruction 
demanded centralization of power at 
the top, African leadership could not 
afford to become autocratic. They 
must either carry the people with 
them or else lose their sympathy. In 
view of this, what should the leaders 
do to maintain political stability 
and, at the same time; carry on with 
the task of economic reconstruction ? 
The followmeg is the report of our 
discussion * 


“Hastening Slowly” 

A. Africa today is in a very fluid 
condition, Surrounded by the deve- 
loped countries, the African States 
face the problem of contending with 
these countries along, also, with that 
of developing as quickly as possible, 
But they have no organized macti- 
nery to carry on these great 
As you said, the imperialists have left 
behind an attministrative machinery 
which does nor help African deve- 
lopment, This is the first contradic 
tion—we have the desire for deye- 
lopment but we have mberited a 
machinery which is against any deve- 





tasks. 


lopment. As a result, when we fail, 
people blame the politician; it 1s 


not difficult to arouse the people 
when they meet with cisappoint- 
ments, The coups are, in fact, results 


ofthis process. 

What is needed, therefore, is a 
drastic change in ouf economy and 
in the superstructure,, We know our 
power to do so is fimited and we 
have to dépend on Others for help. 
So the expatriates come and occupy 


important places, and they try to 
check this very process of change. 
Yet, IT think a revolutionary change 


is possi ible. 


Let us face the issue 
squarely. i 


Take our present adminis 
trative machinery. We have got vari 
Os Ministries patterned on the 
model of the developed countrics, 
These models have no relevance 10 
either our needs or the problem of 
development. I should like to break 
down all these Ministries and divide 
them into seven economic Zo7es. 
These zones should be administered 
by Resident Ministers, and it is in 
these zones where our best brains— 
civil seryants and technicians, should 
go and work. At the moment our 
best brains are concentrated in Dar- 
esSalaam; only the mediocre are 
sent out to the villages. As a matter 
of fact, we use the threat of sending 
a civil servant to the village as a form 
of punishment! Yet, it is the com- 
mon folk in the villages who need 
our services most. Hence, woder this 
reorganized system, the Ministry of 
Planning and Development should 
become the moose important. Econo- 
mic development should be the yard. 
stick of all our activities, not mere 
propaganda. 


Party's Role 

(). What should be 
the Party—TANU—in this work - 

A. The -Partv should actually, 
not in theory, work with the adminis- 
tration, Our best brains in 
the party ult always taken Away tor 
administrative jobs. However. once 
the reorganization takes place and 
the present ministertal structure 15 
broken, the party could cooperate in 
all developmental activities—in co- 
operatives, self-help scheme, €tc., and 
in actual administration as well, 

i think also that our Parhament 
should he drastically changed. We 
should have developm ent committees 
in every constituency, and the MP 
should be a member of this commit- 
tee which should have the Resident 


the role of 





13 


International 
Leather Fair 1966 
Winning Design for Men's shoes 
Rata Exclusive Casual 
High style front moccasin with 
hidden elastic gores. 
Olive green suede, binding 


black. Microcellular sole. 
Style (75) 39-95 


Abold 


new concept 
in men’s 


shoe styling 


Polished, persuasive, discreet, Bata 

Exclusive is a bold new concept in men's 

shoe styling, with an appearance, a feel, a heft, 

d comfort—men’s shoes haven't known for a long time : 
the result of new developments in construction. You 

get more shoe with less weight and bulk than ever before, 
with full sole wear, Men are saying wonderful - 

things about the Bata Exclusive. 

Bata say wonderful things about you. 























































# Chairman, The conmit- 

L it lee ihe stale oy al deve 
it fo ihe witole constituency. 
fel if merely airing then 
re and aiking Ministers, in 
facie atwle, very foolish ques- 
Ls ould ope ak On the pre 
Micit “Committees, As it 1s, 
Swng both public tnance 
it vu cheers, 
Why Pahould be the shape al 
1 et wien : 
I \ 4 nile not fie a federation ; 

mor encourage remo al 
m There ball be the Union 

at which all Resident Min- 
& a be members, Policy 
rm | Haw the whole countrs 
fd at the Galyinet 


a] 


E rleclt 
1 here again, the Ministry 
irhien mg and Development should 
wun nie. Tt will be the 
L th Central Government ta 
‘ake Welniital facilities, per- 
i nil ay on te the vonal admin- 


=, 


/ POE tothe party. It is 
il PANU is @ mass party hay- 
h yuteent of the adult popula- 
SH) wembers. For a while 
| i te an ideal arvangement ; 
ad = fori anil chal chan- 
Bescon, and conflicts 
ein society, What would 
tle of TANU then? Shall 
a4 at hiridee to harmo- 
se cons In that case, 
L lee Hs dynamism or, 
imatupal,, break into 


gap? at fiarty. is very use- 
sende that i} mobilizes the 
1 4 a developmental 
m Th Be shiontld he the function 
ap se Ahove all Libings, 
) regu i a litnctional organi- 
Vi ’ it the significance ol 
i Om iléology? What kind 
ihe Giese it witan ? 


mam everywhere should 
ithe same. As at. present, 
iN mived society, But our 


lem at the moment ts to 
os Pople, iis & tinit, for the 
ae For instance, if 


ian could be persuaded 


ay caaciieh we sliall Wave a 
ik million which could 
ment without ou 
© aid. 

1 Mrculel do this 
“As a philosophy, 
ail tf ity is 10 Work for 
| lal ior raising 


NOW 


our revenue internally—to get the 
money from the people, not as Indl. 
viduals, but-as organized units. “This 
would not mean any kind of direct 
imposition of taxes and, at the same 
time, fund raising would become an 
easier job. 


indian Planning 


). You have heen to India ve 
cently. What aré your tunpressions 
about us and especially about ou 


planning ? 


A. While in Delhi, | had long 
discussions with Asoka Melita. The 
real mistake in your planning has 
been over-concentranion on the imdus- 


rial sector and neglect of agriculture 
which is your mainstay. The trouble 
is, unlike ws, your Government has 
no control over the agricultural sec- 
lor; private speculators and rich 
farmers are [rustrating all policies, 
lt is usual to meet in New Delhi peo- 
ple who know all these problems wel 
yet aré tinable to do anything. Yet, 
unless your Government takes steps 
io Own agricultural production, all 
its efforts at achieving self-sufficiency 
would be futile. For instance, while 
on my way from Delhi to Agra, I saw 
miles of land suited for culuivation of 
Wheat, bul given to cultivation ol 
mustard! Now, whose helly would 
mustard fill? Mustard, perhaps, 
brings higher profit Lo the producer 
than wheat The way the towns are 
feeding on a poor and under-nourish, 
ed spennbeysiide would soon bring a 
bigger crisis in your cconomy. What 
you need is a revolution in your agri. 
cultural sectoy 

Your economists are a brilliant lot. 
In. fact, | have requested In¢cdiva Gan 
dhi to loan us some agricultural eco- 
nomists and technicians. These Eu 
ropean epee are unbearable - 
In thus, Indians could do a lot, ‘Their 
experience could be of great use to 
us. Besides, as I tohkl many Indian 
economists, ‘what is the use of re 
maining’ ina country where you know 


the problem, but cannot do a thing 
hecaiuse the Government fails to do 
a thing.” Here, at least, the Gov 


ernment would be willing to do 
evervthing to see that their advice is 
implemented. 

(). During my journey ih rouweh 
\lrica, | | have met many people from 
different walks of life, and while 
talking to them I have felt the urgent 
need for organizing abroad movement 
of young thinkers, writers, and work- 
ers antl peasants, Lo thrash out ou 


common problems together. Phat ts 
to say, Lo help engineer a réal mLer- 
national movement, with a common 
strategy to fight the common enem) 
—the nnpe talists, 

A. | agree entirely with you. We 
should also have a common. journa! 
Lo exchange yiews, and some commot 
fronts and organizations. That should 
be most cesirable, 


Pan-Africanism 

O, Pinally, what 4s 
about pan-Africanism ¢ 

A, Pan-Africunism is. only a con: 
cept; it cannot he a princrple. lt ts: 
not an ideological thing, As a mat 
ter of fact, pan-Almeanism could 
only be realized when these tdeoloet 
cal principles are clarified. For in 
stance, in the first place, the ideology 
should be anti-unperialist, i must 
eradicate all vestiges of colonialism 
and colonial thinking. Secondly, tt 
should try to build an organization 
for Africa, not an organization for 
Europe (6 use. Finally, it should 
work m terms of local needs of Alri- 
cali countries and try to make them 
slf-dependent, OF course, all these 
could and should run concurrently. 
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The Press 


Fate Of An Initiative 


ClOMMENTATOR 


PHILE the final verdicts on Mis 
Indira Gandhi's tour was vet 
to, come at the time of writing, all 
papers last week noted the absence 
ol any reference to Vietnam and Mrs 
Gandhi's proposals in the joint com 
MAN ig ues at the end of her Gairo 
and Brioni visits. Not that every 
paper has regretied the absence; but 
some have cited it as one more preol 
OQ! othe inadequacy of the Indian 
proposals, 

Relerring to Mrs 
ment at her Press conference in 
Cairo that there is “broad agreement” 
between her and Président Nasser on 
Vietnam The Indian Express said 
that on ‘a highly controversial issue 
stich as this a broad agreement dict 
net really anrount to much, particu- 
lurly when beth the United Aral 
Republic and India were non-alioned 
countries without any formal com 
nutment to the stand taken by any 
of the Powers engaged in the Viet 
ham conthet, Something more was 
surely required; and even if Cairo 
and New Delhi have different views 
on what the final settlement should 
be m Vietnam, it should have heen 
possible for them to agree on the 
way in which the search for a settle. 
ment should be made, Tt ts a ereat 
pity that the way suggested by the 
Prime Minister in her broadeast on 
the eve of her departure for Cairo 
did not gain. President Nasser’s en- 
dorsement. The paper hoped that 
the sincerity of the Indian initiative 
would he recognised in Moscow. and 
that the Soviet Union would use its 
Mifluence to put Hanoi and Peking 
into a more reasonable frame ot 
mind, Jf Mr Wilson on his par 
played a similar role in his talks 
with President Johnson, the Indian 
initiative might just possibly break 
the Vietnam deadlock. 

The Times of India: Wt is almost 
embarrasingly clear, despite the heavy 
tact of the communique, that Cairo 
was not unduly impressed by the 
Indian proposals on Vietnam and 
consequently preferred to avoid any 
unnecessary and fruitless commil- 
ment. Cairo possibly was somewhat 


Gandhi's state- 


miken aback by the proposal for 
“periodic consultatious” when it was 
nal presumably consulted by New 
Delhi on its latest initiative on Vict. 
nam. in a separate editorial on he 
Briont communique the paper says 
President Tito may or may not be 
justihed in suggesting—as essential 
conditions—that little can be achiev- 
ec in Vietnarn unless the United 
States stops bombing the North and 
the National Liberation Front is in- 
vited to participate In any negolia- 
tions that may take place. The point, 
however, 1s that these conditions are 
not necessarily implicit in the Indian 
woposals as Mrs Gandh} dp) [Mears to 
lave argued. Why, in any case, 
should thes be implicit and not be 
openly declared if in fact it is New 
Delhi's posttion that the United 
States should halt the bombing as a 
prelimimary to de-@scalation.. There 
Is nO apparent virtue in submitting 
Vague proposals at all on the grounds 
that these provide the powers con- 
cerned a greater degree of manoeuy- 
ring, The logic of this surely is 
to make no proposals at all in the 
convicuon that thereby the powers 
will be able to manoeuvre with all 
the freedom they require. The paper 
deprecates such “image-making Urips: 
which have. about them “an air of 
public relations, of fussy discretion, 
of coyiah tact and am evasion of any: 
thirig difficult and unpleasant”. 
“‘Paiviol « The Prime Minister's dis- 
Cuss/ONs in Cairo and Briont have 
made it clear that President Nasser 
and President ‘Tito did not. regard 
the Indian proposals as anvihing 
more than -a suggestion to indicate 
if possible a new non-aligned elfort 
at negotiations hetween the belliger- 
ents. It must be obvious now to Mrs 
Gandhi and her advisers that as lony 
ts stoppage of bombing by Ameri- 
cans is not stated as the first condi- 
tion that has to be fulfilled. no non- 
aliened or socialist POVETTIIMEn nT will 
come forward to support any peace 
proposal, The American demand 
supported by some warmongering 
cliques in Britain, Australia and few 
Asian satellite countries ts that the 
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Liations, acknow ledging thereliy 4 
its morale had been broken and 4 j 
It was prenease to accept Aneta : ‘ 
overlordship in South Vietnam, a ? 
demand will net be met eithed "al 
thie North Vietnamese or the 4 aaa 
cong in South Vietnam. They a 
fought jong and bitterly and) a 
réported by Mr jean Sainteny wh : 

visited Hanoi on behalf of Prest [ ‘i 


de Gaulle, are prepared Lo dele 
their country to the end. It wag 
laps unnecessary for the Priné Mi 
ister to have included in her eve 
departure broadcast relerences (0, 
war in Vietnam when the GOva 
ment’s ideas about what could 

done wert as vague 2s they tit 
Mul to be, 


Not “Tragic” 

The Hindustan Times: The 
sence of a direct reference to ¥ 
nam need not be taken as “RRR 
Ouret diplomacy, rather than wf 
fare of publicity, is the treagl | 
more likely to prove effective in .. 
ing will) an issue as intractable 4 
complex as Viethiam. The Til i, 
proposals, apart from offering ‘- 
“reasonable basis” for a solutlog ” 
the Vietnam problem, were cli a, 
seniheant in one other vital tf =" 
\a pouch in what they said as in wi anid 
they studiously did not, the 
cals were constructed on aA bith 
India’s asséssment of various alia 
of the question. Mrs Gandhi 
nouncerment of the proposals ail 
very moment she embarked on} 




































1) 


Vai! 


W 

Ty! 
Wy il’ 
Win 
o« 


ple. 


RY) 

present travels could well have Tay 
| iy 

intended, therefore, to forestall a 


atttempt by the host counties 
lead Wer into verbal commitment 
the Viernain conflict that wereg 
of India’s own choosing, 

The Hindus, There should We 
disappomntimen! im Indelia oveae 
initial foreign reactions fo the 
Minister's move to bring sabe 
cease-five in Vietnam. While 
Prine Minister did wel! in di 
ing her Vietnam plan with Pregl 4 
Nasser and President Tito, Hf 
doubthal if their endorsing it of 
endorsing it would have made 
dilterénce so far as the responae 
the principal parties to the cm 
are converned, The | vhGne oa 
only when one side oy the @ 
denides it is time to ery a halt 
in arriving al w decision they ae 
ing to be guided by the reali ie 
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oe al t ida Ling : sain HiMieY tian yreater Mr Wilson is waiting in the The Iintre yreneur 
aly a, | MALY ES, here has Bes wines for a talk, a legpesega + i | ee 
~ pth Tk. Th ere has Cl Nandan Kagul of The Judian £x- 
n Ane ® ah ce 5 

era press has- devoted lis weekly column Ray Cuari ER [EL 
nan oy Ne | RACAL countries io an “autopsy” of the initiative in 

sit teal ee er anid: | ite a the course of which he says that ee ee eee : 
One Unni baru Seems, 8 there are limits to diplomatic double. [ L wasnt yetninc in the morning 
the Wie - nA but the sun beat down on ts 
They Ue ihe mali ha, th. One set of-diplomats in Delhi 


© hn thy for develop» told! that Inclia regarded cessa. with a lerocity that seemed to in- 


ard, tion Gf Amiencan aerial attacks on ‘Teese with each moment. Soon, | 


iteny Wi NEN ™ Von; a | runwt: Nort Vietnam as ihe first essential thought to myself, the patch of shade 
Presta veel ; fh + Jost MOR! step on the Ena ti Ate: At thi provided by a tall building would 
La choi ail Packs ihitrs: aie beste STi ai of diplonmt,  “lisappear, leaving the concrete side: 
lt wash | porn aut ju the Nelo eit. wus given the contrary faiareuioin walk to throw the heat back. as if in 
ie py ee Nate AS and told that the order in which Mrs Pretest. at those who walked on 
her CV ee er iene then but be Gandhi annoiticed the seven points squaticd on uw. Then, the little [el- 
cts Cael Way the actual order of priorities— [OW Would have to find another spot. 
. Ne in other ‘words, the. re- convening ot If he had any luck—or sense—he 
Cro_iley 


the ‘Geneva conference Gould. Bin would get into the Circus arcade, or 
the first sep, The damage done by lake up a position outside one of the 
thie Was not been répaired by the ralfee houses. Business was good 
” ; , there during the lonch-hour break. 
oe plea ae THis lace Wore the semblance of : 
The A Wad dalled for ecanaitonil cessation Bt a8 he looked up at me, but his 
L tog "4 r aie, fa “ Ry abenleaiy bombing raids on Noytli hin an never stopped aoe up 
> aa ed My \ lun th Viennam, Mrs Gaudli's plan = airs Salta sideways, briskly, like a 
ne | L , itie prop. Liss bs + By Tia fy. a5 ff retreat frou “Bhagwan jaric " he said (God 
ni here | yan sand whieh brings Jindia closer intast a ey call ek 
| ta t rican position oy Viel Ma! iba 
ctalile unin. Thi “Bot snrely you must know how 
he fran : might be a. false m1 PTS old you are’, | persisted) “Hasn't 
a sion, hue the sexpomsiblity for creat- ‘sag “ 
ere it reste on New Delhi. Kayal You! hither ever told you ? 
Nee . WHS that a number of decdsions fim abt ap aud. Haseilag pen I 
ee = a rain recenuly taken ly Mrs Gardhi's Goy- MANE MAOH h OW' iy ele ge ieee} 


ey Ti ti 


at hi ¥ i Na all iN ernment are widely believed to he im ‘the family, 1 don’ Uhenk: Smay 
as UT) al vy Mrs Gand Gandi lee the yesult of this country’s growing ‘ther remembers when [ was born. 
The prd Tr ee lu ale tliat be economic dependence an the United What does he do for a ving ¢ 
1 DAS He know of what Mr Gandhi States and: other members of the Pasked. — . e 
i Date in hey Brosdenst. He  Western-ald. consortium, New Delhi's Me sells vegetables in the mandi", 
mdhie 4 } rah _ welhunted the Indian © acity fo pursue. an Mdependent Was the reply. One ol mi brothers 
cals ai rin P Geneva-type confer- policy when Anierican interests. are helps him. ‘Two carry loads in the 
cd one She has "vintaaly stabbed directly involved is beeinning to be Als alain he others stay at home. 
cai 4 i Nnthe back Gy makine “oubted in large parts of the world. 7 JY, 47€ to young to do any work. 
restall Sif 


LL Le 
tyre ie 
were 


ah Vavllington compared Mirsh as it might sound, India’s a rt an stete school ? I asked, 
dn he tk in the Gom. ona-lides as a nonaliened power are 4 ail le said, and y sight wistful. 
ston bis was a package appirently ne longer taken for grant. reais Ento’ bls. youre Upto the 
vate if) Fae: ot hombing to be wil. Otherwise, jt is just possible that oe fe hen I had lo earn 
ly reavefine any stand Gespite the clumsiness of the Indian 9) "Ys. We are so many. And 


sheet ef Seeneht: “Mr. Wilson has - fattdivelon Vietnam the respouse Lo id are my Sister's children (00. 
a wn) p Mm and called on the |! Would have been more positive at fy wusband does not have a’ steady 
ne opt mbing uneonditions! | least in the UAR ani Yugoslavia, hoya = ' 

ae Hint cinharrawed Mrs Gandhi ————— | looked at him again. The thin, 

Ve Mahe Was getting inte the Any Communist Parly that believes 1 Cai boely might have been 
in diet ra yi cit my: Tivelia’s vety god i is an insult to be accused of that of a child of five‘or six. But his 
Py esl i : : voice told me that he was older. J 

ily. & nimaligned Mr Nasser fomenting strikes will surely be oblig- 
iLO, it AW Tito anil the etiam cnr ot ed lo sue for libel when accused of Was ‘ vonee that Sng hears irequently 
ss ada J» DOULA 2 herein planning a revolution.» a i Rien of ou big cities— 
Wh *) a , , : : Wasi, Brittle, noe ! : 

a al ean carat Mr Wil Alan Brier in Spectator lacking the sot fully matured, ye 

= —e a pr ae visit ta Moscow 

lie cont _ 


¥ . The equipment he c; 
ar Be importance of Mrs OO ————— [My carried with him 


ne Cai was crude in its simplicity. 

the OM , thar Mi oes INC wooden box with a single clrawey 
: fa is available at railway and a leather strap wh rei! 

: a ni ba husy 1 say the final savatlable at railway p which he used 


Wetiom iit his joint com booksellers of as a sting. Im the middle of the 


=. ; F — : . ‘counter Was ad Narrow pedestal, rais 
Hi iis Gandlit While the A.W. WHEELER & Co, ed about five inches from the base. 


realiGiey 
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on which yy right foot rested as | 
talked to tim. Around i was an as 
sortment of tins, bottles, brushes and 
rags. A bit of pasteboard had been 
stuck on one side. It bore the leg 
end, “Palis 15 P. Kirim 25 P.” 

“How much do you make in a 
day ?” asked him. 

“Two rupees”, he said. 
times not as much as that. lt dep- 
cods om the season, The summe! 
is fO0d, People seem, to have more 
tune lor a good shine. But there's 
all this to pay for”, and he pointed 
al the box. “Forty paise for a tin ol 
polish, Seventy-lhve for a bottle of 
cream. /\tid they keep going up all 
the time.” 

“What do you do with what's left 
over ?" 

“There's my midday meal", he 
said, “And a few cups of tea, The 
rest [| give to my mother,” He tapped 
my foot gently with his britsh to in- 
dicate that he had done with it and 
wanted the other. 

| looked down at the shoe he had 
just finished rubbing with a piece oi 
citmp cloth. ‘The brown Jleathe 
shone like olass, | had not seen him 
use any cream. [ wondered what my 
old brogues would look like with the 
more expensive treatment. J would 
Ivy it the next time |] was in that 
locility, There were others who 
eonld do it for me buat | hadn't seen 
uny of them with ‘rate cards.” Tha 
bit about the ‘palis’ and ‘kirim’ had 
Lickled my fatey. 


“Sonie- 


Please Enquire 
For Your 
NON-FERROUS METAL 


Requirements at : 


SHREE KRISHNA METAL 
STORES 


: J, Maniktola Bazar Lane, 
CALCUTTA-6 

i 35-6851 

: Prompt Supply at Competitive Rates 
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Strangers In The 
City 
A Fiim Cririe 


Max ol us, cyen in India, are 
hardly impressed by a story the 
hinges on the idea 
of purity ol sex. Precisely that is the 
hinge in Strangers In The City, 
shown lately in Calcutta,—the young 
daughter harassed by constant quar 
réls over breal, goes out in <a of 
job, sells her body and causes the 
accidental death of her mother and 
the suicide of her father. But Rick 
Carrier, wriler, producer anc directo, 
of the film, endowed the trite ston 
wilh a poignance which will impress 
even the cynic, It was not a stylistic 
picture which cmeastes admire but 
it was lar more moving. 


climax Ol whieh 


The film opens with a PanOranty 
view of a river, a Child looking at a 
CILy beyond the river, New York with 
its massive structures and busy streets. 
The film is rounded off by the same 
panorama but by then the colourless 
city and the placid river begin to ap 
pear naked and completely indilfer- 
ent to strangers who might be com- 
ing by the 
the entrails of the city. The 
is not laboured, but the same shots 
which echo and veecho with so mans 
overlones, were like what Mr E. M 
Forster called “rhythm” in a novel. 
Myr Rick Carrier has made abundant 
use Of these rhythms easily and sue- 
cesslully. 


he opening shots are followed by 
naked strects blanketed by 
cold, the father with slouched shoul- 
ders limping back home. The nex! 


train which snakes into] 
symbol . 


bitter | 


sequence stunts with a wailing sale 
sue by the ynother, with father play 
ing on the puritan und then “Come 
let's eat!’ That is the first divlogut 
and the motif of the story is struck 


Al 


Mr Carrier lias chosen unten 
faces—a middle-aged Bohemian will 
sharp features of ihe legendary arti 
a mother who looks a viraga andy 
loving mother alternately, a son willl 
stinken cheeks and scared oad | 
daughter who looks really [ike “Sie 
Spanish type” with mute me ancl 
eyes, And all these four and 
leader of the hooligans play (help 
parts lustly, 


I 


The familiar ¢clements of low ig 
tragedy are all there. All the mewbal 
ol the lamuily live and sleep ih 
SMe fO0Mm, ZrOwn-trp children Ww 
not to hear parents copulating 
mother, unable to restram the lew 
stuous lather, turns on the radigdd | 
top volume to drown their avin 
noises. Bare flesh is shown in plent 
mother eoing Lo bed clad in pant 
sister taking a bath in front of Gm 
ther, she is ae persuaded (o cag 
her cress belore the amorous (dt Le 
but the film never becomes tuidil 
embarrassing. Me Carrier has (throw 
tlrese purple pale hes not for if 
ine, he bas tied to show that the 
people just cannot afford the dil 
prudery or luxury of privacy. Th 
polee episode was handled in af 
inarkable There are wo ( 
diound when thie young gurl js rape 
on a street or where the son is (aii 
robbed of fis ineagre earings + Te 
it is the police who chase the ‘* STNSY 
into makine Trends with hood 
Round the hodyv of the father, W 
In complete desperation swallows ii 
pomon, childien gather with fit 
faces; the death of the ‘strange™ 
something sub-human to them. 


Wey, 


1? JAWAHARLAL NEIL WON, CALCUTT Ace 
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Is this really true ¢ Some text- 
hooks of political science say 50, But 
the actual experience in India has 
been a little different. At othei 
places she herself has recorded evi 
dence against this general theorem 
First, partitioned Punjab was ahéac Revolutionary Playwright & Director 
OL other States in economic develop 
ment. Ihe per capita income in East 


virwey a i : Ts i ’ : | Punjab was at least 25 per cent high 
¥, 4 tol ei i js — | er than the national average and the 
ré “cl | ty | | liter acy raic i us niko DEtLe) ‘ Ever : 
ally like | ' 4 4 ra ther, we ith the accentation Ol com Utpal Dutt S 
e melee a miuinalism 1 Rast Punjab. Villy in 
cur ane 1 - creasing econonic development and 


growing literacy this communalism 
ought to have been om the decline. 


NTION OF THE PUNJAB Secondly, take the example ol 


ts plwy 


vl ‘Tow | o~ MM. Rai i) Kerala, the Indian State with the Kk A i LOL 
the senna Pablishing Home, Pp 304. highest literacy igure. Communal . 
seep DI \ ism of Nair and Christian varieties 
chi dren 7 18 raging there even now. Accorditie 
pulaling # Rite Ai. Rai | ; ) to Mrs Rat's dictum, this should not 
| 3 Sa Mas UONE 4A SIE’ = be there at all Pal tei 
if this Vethh J = ype Slee re oe ...- ae A challenge to social injustice anc 
the padig mm service by writing this his reviewer ventures to suggest S justice and 
thei a ui re ae Me ot the most com: hat the reasons for incre asing com tice | 
led ‘Mit ls ol present-day munalism lie beyond the bread and political tyranny. 


wi aa y acer tsi 
ut The , OFiginally written the book. Man does not seem to 


Tem il : 
da . hid. Ffiesa, oc niet sulfer from jive by bread and book alone! 


ed ty Cli syilanti cist, nor trom abstract There is something called political " loric , ; 
ous atl Bom) She has a robust sense eohesion born out of prevalence of A. glorious chapter of India’s 





































ines [veh divity thi adits charm to the nolitical ideas. If these ideas are secu 
; las tlya'dk ate and Opus cited are lal ill nature. they will ficrlit COMUMLU- Independence struggle. 
ot for il ani nalism. If they are not they will abet 


ae aeliaey the communatism. We have seen it 


ww that 1 = 


rd the si em Of partition of the happening in India irrespective of 
rivacy, is the demarcation Of economic and educational develop- 
led an « sy thie division of assets and = pent 


alti itis the exchange ot popula- Can we not look upon increas 


ire Vee ; . oe 
their mubilitation, the or- ed communalism in partitioned Pun 


iy ix: uy 


son ba OHO! the evacuation machi. jab as a manifestation of the failure 
a ningss " i ROMANONS Or evacuiee pro of all secular political parties—Con 
.c the” ae ¢ canal waters disput. gress, Praja Somialist and Communist 


 heollaa Genie bok was completed glike—to make any mark on the MINERVA THEATRE 
fathead, ed med in 1905, it brings people despite the fact that the State | : 
4s Mite imd other administra: jfeturned the Congress 


swallows io)|=— powel 













with fa ath eloy ents in East Punjab to = thrice ? Secular ideas canner by them 

ere. | a fo where a second parti- selves educate people. Some political aa | 

hea "a S Panjabi Suba and the party would have to do it Dhursdays & Saturdays—6.30 p.m. 
P 7 oe ibs 7 





| iy) Prant gan be well imagined This is only an indication and not 
uy acu carving Out had 4 generalisation, One cannot be too 






















— | ita ; agile is the power sure without a deeper study and ana. Sundays & other holidays— 
re. 7 i nz lysis of all the factors concerned. oa eo 
; 144 n.50, = is not free from gene- But aes facte it looks that failure 3 %& 0:50 p.m. 
. au dp Hosophising, both of to educate the people of Punjab in 
















or al al Wy nut ol Mace 1 man secularism through political action 


T ae es mie work. Ihatiswhy has resulted in a second division of 
| annot agree with all = the State. Phone 55-4489 
eats, For ‘instance, she Mrs Rai’s book, however, fills gaps 
mee prejace tha: “commu- in our knowledge of the preat trage- 
i hy ee Oia backward = dy that the partition of the Punjab 

eology and itcan be was. It assists us in understanding 
mon with progressive eco ate; political manifestations in 2 
sd ba hanced education in more precise perspective. 
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Vietnam 


The Committee of One Hundred, 
Ongy figliin of scientists, arvises, 
mists, jouriahists and others, 
me recently Seevict | it Bombay with 
one of uchioving an intel 
ee vi of the problems 
india ane tlic ah and. of 
their solution. The com. 
‘has istied the followimeg ap- 
: to Anieriaiy conscience in pur- 
Heit its objec : 
fe Coninitter of One Hundred 
my) ely upon the peoples and 
ferment: of the tal lo come 
me thelr corporand tw raise thei 
)Ggsiust ule systematic annihi 
ath ‘at the Vietnamese people un- 
Hoy Hie Ordery of President Jolson, 
SinanderinChiel of the L,, 
Attn: iciere 
Vs cheie that the imen-in power 
i fin US today have gone mad be- 
me of thelr power. President 
ot a, AnConcemned. with world 
nits - diate im waging aw unde 


7 
| 
| 


awar adit the wnarnied chvi- 
) population af Vietwam, The 


y of tho killed by Johnson's 
isle Haprslin, paewarkare 
avd elyilstyess, 
aldent Obingon moc bis advisers 
ay of mehocide We appeal, 
name uf (dine Lo the 


atlas var tien Lar ty) 
Hi mi ag e Al 


yenses ul 


They owe this” 


— “a the work We 
. Wy remind the Aniericn 
0) wr wes they President 
) urn i ae fhe onder to drop 
eli nh cin fapan, The 
was used ggaingt 
caly-a an Gwe, occastoris and 
Ne fies 1) was by the U.S, 
The world is facing extermination, 
lise ‘ falee ninve by any of the Bie 
fan leat tm the destruction 
Mt th wirld 
He Governinent of Lidia should 
pl ; 4 povitive pale is parting an end 
tis the | Dial in Vietnam. Bur i 
Reve sth inttichi alel from the 17.5 
dive ner open its mouth 
f Hanoi is bombed, the Govern 
Dat Tnedlaiyends its envoy to 
funni fo request it 10 stop being 
ed—instead of sending a man 
Washington fo tell Johnson to 
sp bombing | India should refuse 


Be. 1060 


| hear 


ha 


to accépt even an ounce of American 
wheat or a single dollar as loan so 
long as the LS: continues the des. 
tYuction of crops and the slaughte) 
O innecent people in Vietnam, 
VV. PRASAD 
For the Comrmuitee of 
One Hundred 
bom bay . 

Your leading article on Vietnam 
(July 8) exposes the U.S. barbarism 
and rightly suppests that the cont. 
vung atrocities there are a cons. 
larit yeproach to the conscierice of 
ire world, particularly of the power- 
lul soctlist nations whose duty is 
io Stand by the Viemamese people 
wrnggling desparately [or indepen 
dtnce. even survival. You deserve 
congratilauions for exposing both the 
ageression and the conspiracy ol 
silence. Linfortumately, however, by 
tending 6 equate Russia's stand 
with thar of the Chinese you conduse 
an associate of imperialism with the 
most militane hvhter “weainst ine 
perialisn, 

The US.-Soviet deténte is now a 
fact Of histery. The Sovtet-dominar- 
ed World Peace Council even refused 
ai ane time to call the American ac 
fon as “Amencan aggression’ and 
inmisted on a rather watereddown 
phrase “he Vietnam question’. The 
Gull ef Tonkin imeident, in the 
Soviet wiew, wos the result of ‘pro 
vocation” by China and North Viet- 
num. Eisenhewer, who openly re 
pudiated the Geneva agreement, be 
Gune aman of peace—the followers 
of Signor Togliani and Maurice 
Tharez marched the streets of Rome 
tid Para with the slogan ‘Ike wel- 
come > Kennedy became a liberal 
realist. Even Johnson was described 
a4 ‘reasonable’. [i is obvious that the 
Soviet Union wants to avoid direct 
Mmnfrontation with the USA. The 
possible effects of a direct confron 
mation between socialism ane Lin pe 
rialism have heen dramatized to the 
pomnt of fear, while the advantages 
af accommodation, in terns of peace 
plenty and aid for under- ‘developed 
countries have heen pli ayed up. To 
the Soviet Union any act of resist 
ance to imperialism is an act of pro 
vocation; therefore the U.S. ywiust be 
accommodated. Europe must be a 
continent of peace so that America 
removes thousands of soldiers fron 
West Germany to South Vietnam 
(According to Western news agencies 
America has already moved ter 


_cal reasons’ 


thousand soldiers from W. Germati 
ro Vietnam). 

China on the other hand as the 
source of inspiration for the Viet 
nameése people. ‘The fact that China 
has not yet sent troops and volun. 
teers to Vietnam may have puzzled 
many, but it is a decision that must 
be left to China, North Vietnam and 
Lhe Vietcong. 

It is becoming clear that the U.S 
stralepy is to destroy  ultimatels 
the socialist regimes in Asia. The 
carelully escalated war against North 
Vietnam has a double purpose; 
either to provoke China tnto inter 
vention and thus provide the U.S 
with an excuse for a retaliation which 
could damage Chinese economic and 
military development and thus force 
China and Asian socialist States into 
submission or, in the absence o| 
Chinese action. to discredit. 
Lhe eyes Of the third world. 

Let not Now help, even indirectly, 
this double purpose of U.S 
rialism,. 


cLdL 
Chima in 


Inhpe 


RAMAKERISHNA D)trrra 
Calcutta 


Reading the lurid account of Ame 
ficin atrocities im Vietnam (Now, 
july 8), IT yemembered a village 
moneytender who, with his arbitrary 
lerm? and raw dealings, often out 
raged the fwelings of the villayers byt 
was never Opposed by them as all ol 
them were lis clients. So we 
are basking im the 
Ameritan bounty 
voice ol protest. 
tors, The 
New Delhi, 


who 
graciousness of 
cannot raise* a 
against our henefac- 
reason for the silence in 
Karachi, ‘Tokyo or Lon- 
don i wunderstandable. But what 
about Moscow and Peking? Must 
thes heht ideological battles between 
themselves when the brave Vietcone 
bear the Cross? Marx and Lenin 
must be turning in their graves and 
millions of Asians must be. burning 
with anger at the inactivity of Mos- 
cow and Peking, 
SARBANIT Den (Miss) 
Calcutta 


lt is a pity that Indian journalists 
seen so eager to dig out some ‘politi- 
to make amends for what 
is doing in Vietnam. Even 
some Americans are critical of U.S. 
action, A day is sure to come when 
the Vietnam crisis will be over and 
the Americans will have to pack up 
Perhaps American civilization will 
eyen then be able hold up its al 


the U.S, 
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ready tarnished face because ob those 
American citizens who dared to be 
critical, What will be the image o! 
India? Behind her latest proposals 
for a Geneva Conference is a desire 
for the U.S. military power in Viet- 
nam to be retained and to provid 
the pirates with a breather. The 
less said) about the Washington. 
oriented Indian journalists the better. 
What is alarming is the conspicuous 
silence of Indian professors, scien 
ti4ts, writers and othe intellectuals, 
It is conspicuous because it explains 
wihty the Inde-U.5 foundation 1h Pil 
ing to be accepted as the natural 
corollary oh 4 process a3 old as our 
independence Hiren GHosu 

Calcutta 


to thank -you for your 
leader ““The American Gentury” and 
the despatch "Another Nuremberg ?" 
(New, July 8), Truly, the Amert 
can Century began with the Guban 
misfire and the whole credit for it 
should go to the late John Kennedy. 
With his death the Americans start- 
ed utilizing this stratezy more vigor- 
ously In Vietnam, forgetting all about 
Kennedy's plan of “phased with 
drawal”, Your correspondent's des- 
patch makes it-abundantly clear that 
the Americans haye surpassed the 
Nazis m their methods of torture. It is 
time Paul Rotha made a documentary 
on the crimes of Lyndon, B. Johnson 
and Andrej Wajda created a new 
Kanal instead of indulging in shams 
like Zotna and Innocent Sorceress. 
ABHEERK DAS GUPTA 
Jadavpore 


I hasten 


Going through a news-item on Mrs 
Gandhi's visit to Moscow I was struck 
by the fact that the Russians called 
her ‘a ‘daughter of the Indian Revolu- 
tion’. Mrs Gandhi tn her turn had 
acknowledged President Johnson al- 
most a5 an angel of peace, Maybe. 
people like me are too conservative 
to keep pace with the speedy e¢volu- 
tion in the realm of Marxist ideas, 
which is prepared to accept anything 


at any price in the name of world 
peace. Even then we should prefe 
being called war-mongers to getting 


uscd to an American Century, 
AGHINTYA MUKHERIEF 
Calcutta 


Devaluation 


the look-out for a tip 
and that at length 


] was on 
on devaluation 


































































J found in Ernest Hemingway s 
Notes on the Next War: “The first 
panacea Of a mismanaged nauion is 
devaluation of currency; the next is 
war. Both bring temporary prospe: 
rity, both bring permaent ruin. But 
both are refuge of rotten politicians 
and economic opportunists.” 
SANDIPAN CHATTOPADHYAY 
Calcutta 


Edueation 


comment “Lo 
(July 8) you ve 


ln your editorial 
Guide Mr Chagla” 
hemently criticized the recommen: 
dations of the Education Commis- 
sion, brief reperts of which appeared 
in all Galeutta newspapers. Relorm 
of education is the burning need of 
the day and one may hope, how- 
ever faint the hope may be, that pro: 
per implementation of the recom- 
mendations of the Education Com- 
mission may pull education some- 
what out of the present quagmire. It 
is no use saying that any furthe 
change in the coursés of education 
—mainly on the college level—will 
be futile. Experiment has a value of 
its own. Needless to say, the present 
three years’ collegé education and 
eleven years’ school education have 
been found most unsuitable and 
there is need. for either poing back 
to the old system or trying a new 
ane: According to The Siatesmean, 
the Education Commission has recom 
mended a return to the old system 
followed by two years’ advanced 
schooling. If that be the one 
may believe that education will get 
back what it had lost after Indepen- 
dence—a meaning and a name. 
Your biggest mistake, however, 1s 
your endeavour to avoid the ood 
things that are there in the Educa: 
tion Comuission’s report. Your fault. 
finding nature provoked you noel to 
appreciate the Commission's plea that 
all teachers should be allowed to dis: 
cuss politics and enjoy all civic rights. 
As a matter of lact' Government col 
lege teachers have always been treated 
45 slaves and their servitude has been 
made permanent by a mysterious 
code of conduct. Nobody knows any- 
thing about that and yet one dares 
not discuss politics inside the college 
for fear of volation of the code, The 
Commission wants teachers to be ordt- 
nary citizens. They are not so. Dur- 
ing élections, they are asked to he 
presiling officers—a police job—and 
the colleres remain closed. It is high 


(Ast, 


ime Government college teachers ides 
manded that they be treated as leach 
ers first and then as Government sem 
vans. 
RATHINDRANATH L.A ATTOPADHYAYAS 
Calcutta” 


The Big Farmer 


Vhough Mr P..C. Sen wails tit 
the big Jarmers do nol «assist ig 
Government in procuring paddy, hig 
Government is reluctant (6 take any 
stern measures against them whiled 
has arrested many poor peasants aie 
der the DAR. for not meeting leg 
obligations, It is well known ual 
the mainstay of the Gongress in thé 
villages is the hig jotedar who hag 


4 


pained by way ol land reforms, oo 
operatives and extension servicel 
This class contributes the bulk @f 


Congress workers as well us 
io the Conpress. election fund. . 
Lawiy Plaza 

Kureh Burdwany 


money 


Dange And Unity 


At a meeting organised by th 
Right CPI on the Calcutta Maiday 
Mr S. A. Dange, instead of exposing) 
the bankrupt and anti-people policial 
pursued by the Government, resor ad 
LO SOULE che: a verbi: ige LO deceive DM | 
people. ‘This. ts dinderstandable. Hie. 
somersault with regard to Mrs fe 
dira Gandhi was not wholly unex 
pected though the explanation 
put forward was hardly satisfactory 

What surprised me, however, wat 
‘his unnecessary and unwarranted ae 
tack on the Left Communists at 
time when he ‘himself cxpressed 
even at that meeting, a desire (ae 


umity with them to fight the Cane 
gress in the next general clectiong 
The mest objectionable part a 
his speech in. this regard yam 


his indirect. dig at the elt CP) say 
ing that the Right CPL did not ong 
mise huge rallies co threaten the oul 
parties, an obvious reference to i 
mammoth rally organised by 
Lelt CPI seven davs earlier at ie 
same place. 

It will not be surprising if thee 
provocative and irresponsible wttdl 
ances of Mr Dange hamper the nie 
cherished left unity and thereby serve 
the purpose of the Congress. Ln thal 
cas¢é the blame will rest entirely off 
the Right CPI, 





Gautam Bast 
Chantlernagon 
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